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JOINT PRESS STATEMENT
REGARDING THE JUNE 17, 2015 INCIDENT IN CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA

(City-Wide Prayer Vigil to be held Tonight, Thursday, June 18, 8 p.m. at First AME Church, Los
Angeles, 2270 S. Harvard Blvd., Los Angeles)

"The First AME Church Family of Los Angeles and The Jewish Faith Family at Temple Isaiah in Los Angeles,
join with other peace-loving individuals across racial and religious lines in sharing words of comfort and
solace to the families of Pastor Clementa Pinckney and the other eight women and men who were so
senselessly gunned down while attending a Prayer Service at the Emmanuel AME Church in Charleston,
South Carolina on Wednesday night.

There is no earthy justification as to why this sinister and heinous act would be carried out, and in, of all
places, a church during prayer time.

While the facts and other vital information about the incident are still being gathered and discovered, we
encourage peace-loving people within and without institutions of faith, to reach out to God and to each
other, offering prayer and consolation in wake of this senseless attack against life and liberty.

Efforts are underway to draw our communities of faith together in Los Angeles for prayer and
conversation, seeking to console each other and to secure fragile racial and religious bonds across
multiple communities, while we explore ways to minimize the risks of subsequent acts against life and
innocent individuals.

A city-wide Prayer Vigil, including invitations to clergy persons from all faiths, will be held at First AME
Church on this evening, Thursday, June 18, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. PST.
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