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OUR MISSION 
To fulfill the Great Commission by inviting people into discipleship with 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

OUR VISION 

A place where bells are rung as we 

GATHER for dynamic worship,  

GROW through inspired learning,  

GO into joyful service, and  

LIVE the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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WALDEN’S WORDS  

Merry Christmas 
 

Merry Christmas Holman Family and Friends!  

Christmas is a time we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
However, we should be aware of the various distractions that can cause us not 
to focus on our religious identity and the true reason for the season.  If we are 
not careful, we may be sidetracked by retail stores and internet sales taking our 
attention.  Let us remember that a Savior Is Born.  

The miraculous birth occurred in the middle of the night, in the middle of no-
where, and under difficult circumstances.   

God can work miracles in the midnight hour, in the middle of nowhere, and un-
der difficult circumstances, even when you feel all alone.  Remember, God is 
with you always!  

Merry Christmas!  

 
 
Rev. Dr. Ken Walden 
Senior Pastor 
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*Contact the office for details: (323) 703-5868  

Beyond the Battlefield 24/7 PRAYER LINE  (323) 703-1545  

Bible Study (Phone)*     (605) 313-4179/Code: 399683 

Prayer Service (Phone)*     (605) 313-4179/Code: 399683 

Adult Sunday School Class*    Sundays @ 9:30am 

Children’s Ministry/Sunday School*   Electronic newsletter 

DECEMBER 2023 

 
28 

https://us7.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=46e563b19e7b2d9105fcb73b0&id=e554852362
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CONGRATULATIONS  

D EC E M B E R  2 0 2 3  C E L E B RA N TS  

Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 
Psalm 90:12 

20 DOROTHY DIXON  

20 DOROTHY H. THOMAS 

20 SUSAN WASHINGTON 

21 KAYELYNN DAY-LYONS 

21 DR. CASSANDRA BAILEY 

22 RUTH A. SMITH 

23 NOAH ALLEN 

25 CAROL JOHNSON 

26 JAMIE HOBSON 

26 QUINTON C. JAMES 

27 A. JEAN PHARR 

29 JOJO DENNIS-AMANFU 

29 DON NORMAN 

29 ROSE WHITEHEAD 

31 VERA CINCORE 

2 HENRY C. NEBEDUM 

2 DEBRA MARS 

3 JEAN SMITH 

4 EDWENA D. WEATHERSBY 

4 PEARL CROWELL 

5 JOYEUX NOEL BATTLE 

8 ELAINE FULLER 

9 GWEN CAMPBELL 

10 DEBORAH A. MITCHEL 

11 MARIO MITCHELL 

12 IZAIAH DAY-LYONS 

12 STACEY HEARD 

16 ANITA T. JACKSON 

16 CHRISTAL LYNN-GREEN 

18 SHARON JACKSON 

19 TA-LECIA ARBOR 
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Don Norman: A Family Tribute 

December 29 
 

On behalf of the friends, family and acquaintances of Don Anthony Norman we 
hereby acknowledge his 89 years on this earth and his unwavering support of all 
whom he encounters in a myriad of ways. His marriage of more than 60 years has 
produced kids, grandkids and great grandkids; all of whom have benefitted from 
his advice, love and compassion.  As a loving husband, father, uncle, grand- and 
great grandfather he chauffeurs, fixes, manages, arranges and cares for a village 
worth of people and pets.  He is a patriarch of the family, but his generosity also 
extends to colleagues, co-workers, church goers and strangers.  All those that 
know him, know that he is at the ready with a smile, a conversation, a debate, a 
helping hand and sage advice.  

 
While he has had an enviable and successful career as a photojournalist and me-
dia relations executive, many do not know about his commitment to Holman United 
Methodist Church as a long serving member of the Double Ring Club and in-house 
videographer of hundreds of church events. Others might not know about his dedi-
cation to teaching English language learners while juggling his primary career and 
family. For good measure he is also a U.S. Military Veteran and long serving mem-
ber of the Radio Television News Association of America.  Don Norman is not a 
professional juggler, but he, to this day, manages to juggle teaching, mentoring, 
maintaining a household and caring for people, the neighborhood and the wider 
community.   

 
On this day, in the past, and going forward he is our rock and a pillar of the com-
munity. This lifelong Angelino has more than demonstrated his commitment to his 
family, friends, church and city. He is a treasure. We thank him and honor him for 
his humility, care and love in this Christmas season and on the occasion of his 
birthday. 
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https://holmanumc.sharepoint.com/Shared Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2FShared%20Documents%2F2023%20Advent%20Calendarc%2Epdf&parent=%2FShared%20Documents&p=true&ga=1
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Advent  

Book Study 

facilitated by  

Dr. Walden and Rev. Chase 

Wednesdays 

December 6-27 

via Zoom 

Sunday, December 24  
 

9:00—10:30 am 
Children and Youth Ministries 

present 

The Proclamations 
 

11:00 am 
Worship Service  

 

6:00 pm 
Living Nativity  

and Candlelight Service 
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God Is Good All the Time! 
Sharing My Testimony 

I  would like to share 
my experience with 
you, one of many tes-
timonies. I was 15 

years old when this took 
place. 

One afternoon around 3:00 
pm, I asked my mom if I 
could go to the store. My 
younger brother, Craig, was 
six years old. He wanted to 
go to the store with me to 
buy something like chips or 
candy. I told him I had to 
ask, so I asked my mom if he 
could go with me. She said 
yes. 

I grabbed Craig’s hand, and off we went to the busy main street, Pico Blvd.  We waited at 
the corner to cross. When it was clear, we crossed Pico  Blvd, went into the store, and 
bought our goodies. 

As my brother and I came out of the store, ready to head back, I noticed an elderly, tall, 
White man, standing on the sidewalk getting ready to cross Pico. There was a lot of 
traffic. A few cars parked next to the sidewalk made it hard to see oncoming traffic. You 
had to step down into the street near the sidewalk to see if any cars were coming.  

Anyway, I felt I had done this a hundred times. I knew how to cross Pico Blvd. The tall, el-
derly man was on the left side of me. He stepped down before looking. I was afraid that 
he was going to get hit by a car. I thought about telling him, but I didn’t. I felt that if I said 
something to him, he might get mad and yell at me. Also, I figured he new what to do. 

So I started looking both ways for cars. When I looked to the right I heard a car hitting its 
brakes, followed by a loud bang. I looked to my left. The elderly man was gone. I looked 
to my right. There he was, lying face down in the street with a pool of blood gushing from 
his head. I felt so upset, still holding onto my brother. I watched as the man lay there. 
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The next think I heard was the ambulance siren. I thought that was awfully fast for them to 
come, so I looked to the left to see them and couldn’t. I looked back to the right to see the 
tall, elderly man lying in the street and he was gone! No blood, no body. I looked back to 
my left, and the tall elderly man was standing back in the same place. I was flabbergasted, 
confused, shocked. Well, I knew how to get home.  

The tall, elderly man stepped down again. This time, as he got ready to walk out, I reached 
out for him and shouted, “Wait!” He stopped, and a car hit its brakes, missing him. 

The traffic stopped, so I grabbed my brother and the man’s hand and crossed the street. 
Once we got to the other side, the man said, “Thank you,” and walked on. 

I ran home, dragging my brother. I couldn't wait to tell my parents what had happened. 
God’s lesson was never to judge a book by its cover. 

GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME! 

Sharon Jackson  

Chair, Holman UMC Hospitality 

 

 

We aim to make “God is Good” a regular Bellringer feature.  

Do you have testimony to share? Send your story to caroline@holmanumc.com and share the 
hope of God’s redeeming power. 

Check out UMC Justice for inspiration on making an impact in our world. 

 

 

https://www.umcjustice.org/
https://www.umcjustice.org/
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November in Review 

...and a little October, too! 

Clockwise from the top: Gamma Double Ring Christmas 
Party with Dr. and Mrs. Walden at the Parsonage; guest 
preacher Rev. Cavalain Hawkins takes the pulpit on  
November 19; proud parents Mitra and Christopher with 
their daughter on baptism day; Councilwoman Heather 
Hutt joins Holman’s Dr. Bettye Walker and friends for a 
Rotary Club Peace walk.. 
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Clockwise from the 
top: Ethan and  
Candice Stevenson-
Nguyen exchange 
vows; October 22, 
Holman United  
Women in Faith  
Celebrate Mission  
Emphasis Day; UWF 
President, Dr. Alnita 
Dunn, with Women’s 
Day keynote speaker, 
Erin Hawkins-Smith; 
new beginnings for 
the Nguyens; author 
and liturgist Justin 
Walker on the Rotary 
Peace walk with 
friends; the Jubilant 
Voices of Holman 
grace the sanctuary 
with sound and style. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=713469454143257&set=a.713476260809243
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=713469150809954&set=a.713476260809243
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The World Is In An Uproar  

Danger Zones Are Everywhere  

by Lorene Flanigan   
 

 

We your people have lost our way,   

It seems like we have forgotten our Lord and Savior   

who created us and gone astray.   

Like a caged animal that has been set free,   

Generation after Generation are drastically losing faith and hope in 

thee.   

Our savior Jesus Christ who bled and died on Calvary.   

Violence, murder, and bloodshed are everywhere,    

in the homes, schools even in the church,   

Lord rain down on us your power and the renewing of our minds,    

I believe and trust in you that you are a God of restoration;   

Never late—always on time.    

 

People, where is the respect for God?   

Bombing, torture, false imprisonment and burning people alive.   

I believe this is the time to come together, repent,   

ask God for forgiveness and peace on this earth   

that he so beautifully created for man to survive.   

 

Lord God you are the way --the only way to turn this disaster around. 

With all power in your hand, fill us with your joy, peace,  

and love for one another all over this land.   

God, you said vengeance is yours.   

If man would understand and stop all the wars and destruction and 

believe,    

You are the God of creation with the master plan.     

The Alpha and Omega the beginning and the end. Hallelujah.     

 

 

 

 

 

© Lorene Flanigan, 2017 
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Holman and USC: The Partnership Continues 

Rev. Dr. Sunny Kang 
Senior Pastor, United University Church 

In the fall of 2022, Holman began partnering with 
United University Church’s campus ministry, Pro-
gressive Christians @ USC. In this past year, we 
have seen significant growth in our ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The center of PC@USC is our weekly bible study 
which averages more than ten students and this 
semester, more than 20 different students have 
participated. Our ministry is led by a team of five 
students who share the leadership responsibili-
ties. Young people are eager to discover the bible 
for themselves and are engaged in deep spiritual 
conversations on how Jesus is manifested in their 
daily lives. Each semester we focus on a topic cho-
sen by the young people including “Developing a 
Fear Free Faith” and “Understanding the Will of 
God”, or what God wants from disciples of Jesus. 
The group also has a retreat each semester and 
several small group outings. 

We also have Jubilee Café which addresses stu-
dents’ food insecurities, especially by internation-
al students. Each Tuesday we serve around 300 
students and more than 1,000 students, staff and 
faculty participated this semester. We serve are 
all plant-based food to promote healthy lifestyle 
that is environmentally friendly, and is inclusive of 

people with various dietary needs. 

We also have two different worship services on 
campus on Sundays. At 5 pm, a small group of 
about dozen students gather for the PC@USC stu-
dent led contemplative worship service where 
they share scriptures that were meaningful to 
them during the week and where they experi-
enced the presence of God in their lives. 

The Trojan Church, an Afro-centric worship ser-
vice led by the USC Gospel Choir meets at 7 pm. 
Trojan Church is an official partnership between 
USC Office of Religious and Spiritual Life and Pro-
gressive Christians and is the official Protestant 
Church on USC campus. Our Gospel Music Direc-
tor has started a Gospel Choir that has more than 
15 students and regularly leads the service. So far 
it has been well received by students and we reg-
ularly have 30 to 40 students in attendance. One 
of the purposes of Trojan Church is to connect 
local African American congregations to students 
at USC so we invite local African American pastors 
to come and preach. We are also grateful that Dr. 
Walden made time to come and profoundly en-
courage students in their spiritual journey. 

We are grateful for wisdom of Dr. Walden in our 
partnership, and we hope to continue to build a 
deeper connection between Holman, UUC and 
USC. 

Trojan Church Gospel Choir leads  
worship on Sunday November 5. 
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January 25, 2024 

8:00 PM 

at Holman UMC 

Register here  

Looking Ahead 

2024 

https://www.theycountwillyou.org/adams
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https://usc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAscuyqrjgjH9RQ0HCNpMIviwtCQJwM_aq4#/registration
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